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“REFERRED TO THE INCOMING 
COMMITTEE” 


CONTRARY to popular belief, the reference of proposals at 
the Annual Meeting to the incoming Council is not a 
Machiavellian device to avoid action or stifle discussion. In 
the hope of strengthening the lines of communication be- 
tween Council and the general body of members, specially 
members outside the metropolitan areas, publicity will be 
given in these pages periodically to what Council and the 
Central Executive Committee do and decide and recom- 
mend. 


“The N.Z.L.A. realises that at times such as the present it will be 
necessary to forgo services and luxuries previously regarded as neces- 
sities. After consideration the Association asserts its belief that the 
provision of food, shelter, education, facilities for public meetings 
and provision of books are needs basic to our society, and that in 
peace or war the efficiency of library service must be maintained and 
even increased. No step can be neglected which by better organisa- 
tion can put at the disposal of the public the information and the 
knowledge which is required. 

“Any national effort requires information. Total warfare depends 
on maximum use of natural resources, human and material. Tech- 
nical, industrial and military efficiency all depend on accurate infor- 
mation. The best access to information is through a good library 
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system. We have a responsibility to see that the libraries have, not 
merely books, but the trained personnel for providing such informa- 
tion not only for the public but for the specialist. This involves still 
greater co-ordination of the country’s book resources, a reconsidera- 
tion of book-selection policy and an immediate stock-taking of certain 
categories of periodicals and books.” 


_ . This extract from a memorandum emanating from the 
Otago Branch was endorsed by Council, endorsed not as a 
pious statement to be glanced through and filed, but as a 
lead to every library authority in the country. External 
events are bringing about a shift of emphasis in library work 
in New Zealand. The provision of information is going to 
become a more prominent and widespread feature of 
librarianship than it has been in the past. Recommendations 
have been made by Council which, if they can be put into 
effect—and there is every reason to suppose they will be 
effective—will give an impetus to reference work throughout 
the Dominion. This is a topic which will be dealt with at 
some length in the April number of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 
It will be remembered that at the Annual Meeting the 
Director of the War Library Service referred to the possi- 
bility of issuing an appeal for donations to the Service from 
the book stocks of public libraries. Council has decided to 
endorse such an appeal when it is launched. Also, Council 
is recommending the authorities of libraries in areas in 
which troops are stationed to give the troops free borrowing 
facilities at the library. Further proposals for enabling the 
War Library Service to cope with the increased pressure of 
demand upon it are now under discussion. 

For various reasons it will not be practicable to launch the 
training scheme on Ist May, but after careful consideration 
Council decided that “subject to the various relevant con- 
ditions the training scheme be started on Ist July.” Up to 
the time Council met, thirty applications for entry to the 
course had been received. Applications for entry can still 
be made. 

Domestically, there are several changes. The election of 
Mr Norrie to the Presidency and the fact that Mr Stuart 
Perry was unable to stand for election to the offices of Hon. 
Assistant Secretary and Hon. Editor have brought about 
changes in the list of elected officers. The Annual Meetin 
recorded its appreciation of the work which Mr Perry ha 
done for the Association during the past six years. Miss 
D. G. Bibby, who first as Shorthand-Typist and then as Sec- 
retary-Assistant has been in the office of the Association for 
three years, has been appointed Secretary for the coming 
year. The possibility of the salary and expenses of the 
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Liaison Officer being no longer recoverable from the Associa- 
tion has been welcomed by Council and will make it pos- 
sible to conserve, in the meantime, a very substantial part of 
the Carnegie grant. Finally, a change likely to be applauded 
by all, there has been a drastic cut in the number of Stand- 
ing Committees. 
here was one pe made at the Annual Meeting 
which appeared to fall on stony ground. This was the 
appeal by Miss Neal, supported by the Liaison Officer, for 
recognition of the urgency of the need for spreading inform- 
ation amongst the civilian population on what to do in the 
event of invasion or temporary occupation by the enemy, 
and for some steps to be taken by libraries and/or the 
Association regarding this. In this connection, the follow- 
ing extract from a letter in the December issue of the 
Library Assistant by Andre G. Shepherd is interesting. Mr 
Shepherd refers to the various plans under discussion for 
post-war activities and then says:— 
“We talk of events of another future decade, but what of 1942? 
“In the event of invasion libraries may have to take the place 
of the press and the wireless! How many libraries are ready to do 
this? However stupid or fantastic it may sound now, how many 
libraries have made plans of action in the event of temporary occu- 
pation by the enemy? Stalin’s “scorched-earth” policy included a plan 
of action for librarians in occupied territory to keep up public morale 
through the distribution of propaganda. 
“Libraries must certainly contemplate the future, but we must not 


forget that if we ignore the present there may be no future to 
contemplate.” 


Any comments? 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


By W. C. Prosser, President, 1941-2. 








WITHIN RECENT YEARS in the rural districts of New Zealand, 
Free Libraries, as a pre-requisite of the National Library 
service, have increased consistently with substantial assistance 
from the Country Library Service inaugurated in 1938. 
Reports from that Department disclose a saga of service and 
achievement, the keynote of which is “Free books and Ser- 
vice to Free Libraries.” 

The greatest trial of all committees is finance and even 
this becomes simplified if handled by a Local Body. Every 
Municipal and County authority in New Zealand, that has 
not already done so, should immediately investigate the Free 
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Library system with a view to its installation. As within a 
few months Local Bodies are budgeting for the ensuin 
year’s rates and programme of work, the interim, if explored, 
would easily command sufficient information on the sub- 
ject to provide a Service with less expense than benefits to 
the ratepayers during this year. 

As Libraries we are called upon daily to provide all = 
sible information on problems arising from the war. One 
illustration of this comes to my mind. When attending a 
Council meeting last July, a most comprehensive exhibit on 
the Linen Flax Industry was staged by the Wellington Cen- 
tral Library. The Industry owes its birth in this country 
to war conditions overseas, and here in orderly array one 
could see the Flax seed, pulled plants of various staples, the 
scutched product ready for export, the Mill, various bye- 

roducts and manufactures such as fire brigade hose, endless 
elting, etc. Last but not least were the various text books 
on the subject obtainable within—a true helpmeet to the 
Industrialist. Our best field of information is a reference 
book with its cumulative bulletins on the whole subject. 

Our world position, hitherto permitting the tranquil pur- 
suit of primary products, has forced us to recognise that 
changes in our economy are necessary to ensure greater 
future stability; Industrially, Commercially, Socially. Our 
Legislators are beset with varied and difficult problems, not 
all of these will find a solution in debate without assistance 
of reference or precedent. ° 


One milestone passed is that the Union Catalogue so much 
talked of and hoped for, is now definitely taking shape b 
kind assistance from the Carnegie Corporation of New Yor 
and our own Government. 


Another advance is the adoption of a Syllabus of Training 
in Librarianship. I would strongly recommend this to eve 
Junior Member throughout the country—the Profession is 
thus properly launched with its own “Power House” and 
only requires application from all who hope to succeed in 
it, to ensure a high standard of efficiency and service to their 
public. 

An analysis of your Local Body accounts will reveal inter- 
esting contrasts in the allocation per head of population or 
per is of Expenditure. The figures will also show to what 
extent that al Body considers the worth of the Library 
to the community in relation to its other activities. 

The following is taken from the accounts of a small 
Borough, population 2,400, year ended 31st March, 1939, 
and maintaining a Free Library. 
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Total Per f of Per head of 





£ ‘Expenditure. Population. 

Administration _..... 1100 s. 10.5d. 9s. 2.0d. 
Roads & Works ..... 2028 5s. 3.5d. 16s. 10.8d. 
Sanitation i... 1354 3s. 6.4d. lls. 3.4d. 
CF 1034 2s. 8.4d. 8s. 7.4d. 
Hospital ee Is. 9.9d. 5s. 10.1d. 
Library _sizé#=u..... 356 11.2d. 2s. 11.6d. 
OS 213 6.7d. ls. 9.3d. 
Fire Protection _..... 192 6.0d. ls. 7.2d. 
Town Hall _i».... 146 4.6d. ls. 2.6d. 
Baths EEL__....... 76 2.3d. 7.6d. 
a 38 1.2d. 3.8d. 
Miscellaneous ...... 422 Is. 1.3d. 3s. 6.2d. 

7660 20s. 63s.10 d. 


Of interest to the Taxpayer also are the following facts 
Cues from Official Year and other Statistical Books. 
xpenditure is expressed per head of population. 
Public Expenditure 
Education ; : 68/1 in 1940 


el EES vile 7/84 in 1940 
Hospitals Es. ...._—_s—i..... 28/4 in 1939 
Roads, less received from ' 

Taxation __..... : 118/— in 1939 


Pensions & Social Security  150/5 in 1940 


Defence _—iw...... 30/8 in 1939 
“Libraries 8 ...__ ..... 1/3 in 1938 
Private Expenditure 

a being Invest- 

ments less Dividen 18/— in 1940 
Tobacco t=»... ee 67/- in 1940 
NS titan. ah nein a ~ in 1939 

*The amount spent on Libraries in 1938 covers Profes- 


sional, Learned, University College, Schools, Government 
Departments, Country Library Service, Alex. Turnbull plus 
local and controlling Authority contributions to Public 
Libraries. 

Last year Auckland City provided £12,000 (1/10* per 
head) from rates for its Library, leaving £3,872 (or seven- 
pence per head) to be found 7 subscribers. Christchurch 
City provided £2,000 for Canterbury Public Library, as well 
as other small grants to suburban committees, or equal to 
sevenpence per head. Unless your community spends 2/6 
to 3/- per head p.a. on its Library it is time you did some- 

*A more recent figure gives the Auckland subsidy as 2/9 per head. 
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thing about it. 

If we have time for reflection, the happenings both at 
home and overseas since our last Annual Meeting must turn 
our minds to inquire “What as members of the N.Z. Library 
Association have we done towards the War Effort and what 
do we intend to do?” The first part is answered briefly by 
saying that many members are in the fighting forces, that we 
have appealed to the public Libraries for books, magazines, 
etc., that about 280,000 of these have been carefully prepared 
and forwarded to Camps, Transports, etc., that many of our 
members are engaged in E.P.S., W.W.S.A., Home Guard and 
other allied organisations for our mutual assistance and de- 
fence. The second ~ of the question is on the order paper 
for to-day, so I will leave that except for a few important 
factors. ‘The welfare of the Association and the fulfilment 
of its aims and objects depend upon the ability of the public 
to make the utmost use of the service offered. If the social 
and cultural fabric of the people is threatened, as it un- 
doubtedly is, then our first chiocine must be to attain 
National Security at any cost. e can and should put both 
shoulders to the wheels of industry and defence as the noble 
pioneers of this fair land did. By our own sweat and sacri- 
fice alone can we hope to keep inviolate the place they made 
for us and our boys overseas. We would prove better fitted 
for the task ahead were it but mandatory not only in the 
requirement but in the fulfilment of compulsory service. Our 
war potential develops apace with the aid of industry and 
science; our isolation requires immediate establishment of 
other secondary industries; our national economy must of 
necessity see radical changes, and I would suggest that 
Librarians must be ready to give the greatest possible help 
as there will be a wide field to cover if, as such, their ser- 
vices are required. 

As Librarians to a democratic people we acknowledge the 
valuable contribution of the “Press” of New Zealand in its 
effort to keep the public fully informed on all matters of 
National importance. That this freedom should continue 
is, I feel sure, the most ardent wish of all free people and in 
perfect harmony with one of the principles of g librarian- 


ship. 

Our thoughts once again turn to distant lands where 
Librarians are working under the greatest of difficulty and 
danger as a result of enemy action. To them we extend the 
hand of goodwill, our most fervent wish and humble prayer 
— hat ere long all will be well again in these fair 
ands. 
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ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1941. 


February 10th, 1942. 


To the Patron and Members of the New Zealand Library 
Association. 


Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen,— 


Your Council has the honour of presenting a report and 
balance sheet on the work of the Association and some notes 
on the progress of the library movement for the year ended 
31st December, 1941. 

At the time of Japan’s entry into the war, arrangements 
were well in hand for a Conference to be held in Auckland 
in February, 1942. The situation, however, was then felt 
to be so serious that a postal ballot of Council was held, and 
as a result Conference was cancelled. The Annual Meeting 
which must under the rules be held, was duly called for 
February 20th. 

It is to be regretted that circumstances have prevented the 
annual discussion of library problems to which members 
have come to look forward, particularly as the projected Con- 
ference would have been held at a time when the functions 
of the Association will require consideration, and, to some 
extent at least, modification. However, meetings of both the 
old and the new Council in February, 1942, together with 
the Annual Meeting, will provide opportunity for discus- 
sion of the immediate problems facing the Association. 

The year about to commence shows New Zealand in the 
war danger zone. Changes in library service may be neces- 
sary at short notice. The situation will be discussed at the 
time of the Annual Meeting, and what measures are possible 
will be taken in advance to prepare for any eventuality that 
may arise. 


WAR LIBRARY SERVICE 


The year 1941 saw increased scope and activity for the 
War Library Service. With the libraries at Papakura, Wai- 
ouru, Trentham, Burnham and the R.N.Z.A.F. Stations 
functioning satisfactorily, it was possible to give more atten- 
tion to Middle East requirements. Libraries are now estab- 
lished at the Base Camp and the N.Z. Forces Club, Cairo. 
Service is also given to isolated groups in the desert. When- 
ever possible, shipments of books and periodicals have been 
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sent for the sole use of Base Camp Hospitals. Patients’ 
letters have expressed appreciation of these. An experiment 
was the supplying of textbooks through Y.M.C.A. Headquar- 
ters, Cairo. Many soldiers will now have the means of keep- 
—?— touch with their civilian occupations. 

uring July, Trentham Camp Library was extensively 
altered and enlarged to meet the needs of a larger camp. At 
Burnham a separate library building was erected on a cen- 
tral site and the library containing some 5,000 volumes, is 
proving exceedingly popular. 

The equipping of a N.Z. Hospital Ship with a library of 
1,000 volumes has earned much praise from patients and 
ship’s personnel. 

ided by grants from the National Patriotic Fund Board, 
reference volumes and modern publications, fiction and non- 
fiction, have been purchased to supplement the stocks of 
military camp libraries. 

The staffs of Auckland, Canterbury, Dunedin, Wanganui 
and Palmerston North Public Libraries and the Country 
Library Service have worked hard in the processing and dis- 
tribution of books for the fighting forces. Local libraries 
have co-operated well in the collection and despatch of 
material to the four main centres. Several local libraries are 
responsible for a copy of the local paper being mailed each 
day to a named R.N.Z.A.F. Station or Military Camp. 

The total number of books and periodicals allocated from 
all centres to camps, troopships and small units, from the 
outbreak of war to December 31st, 1941, was 135,093 books 
and 147,127 periodicals. 


GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 


Book Censorship. In pursuance of the resolution passed 
by the Annual Meeting in 1941 that the Council of the 
Association seek information for publication in the bulletin 
as to methods and principles of book —— in the coun- 
try, the Council has taken the matter in hand. 


—— Depot for Books. The Central Executive Com- 


mittee discussed the following remit passed at the Annual 
Meeting in February: That the Council of the Association 
investigate the possibility of setting up a — depot in 
Wellington to relieve pressure on space in Libraries, and 
that Libraries be invited to send little-used books to be 
accommodated there. It was decided to defer taking any 
action in the meantime, as it was felt that the concentration 
of irreplaceable books in the four centres most vulnerable 
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to attack was a matter for concern. 


Booksellers’ Terms. An approach was made to the Muni- 
cipal Association, pointing out the difficulties which librar- 
ies had in obtaining satisfactory buying arrangements from 
the N.Z. Booksellers’ Association, and asking for its support 
in making a definite contract arrangement with the N.Z. 
Booksellers’ Association. The Municipal Association was, 
however, unable to intervene in the matter. 


Headquarters Staff. A junior typist, Pao 2 E. Phillipps, 
was appointed to the headquarters staff on the 17th April, 
1941. The designation of Miss D. G. Bibby was changed to 
Secretary-Assistant. 


President’s Prize. A donation of £4/4/- made to the 
Association by the President, Mr W. C. Prosser, was offered 
as a prize to library assistants under twenty-five years of age 
for the best one-act play with a library setting. The competi- 
tion was judged by Messrs. H. C. D. Somerset and W. S. 
Wauchop, the result being as follows:— 

Ist—““The Phoenix-Bird,” by Miss F. L. Lawrence. 
2nd—“For Your Benefit,” by Miss N. Robinson. 
3rd—‘‘Magic at Teatime,” by Miss M. Harnett. 


Books in Dunedin. The best example of library publicity 
during the year was probably the film “Books in Dunedin,” 


produced by the ay Branch. Copies of this film have been 


made available on loan throughout the country, and the 
Education Department has undertaken to Fw. are several 
copies of the portions of the film dealing with school library 
work for loan to schools. It is hoped that arrangements will 
be made for the exchange of “Books in Dunedin” with other 
library films at present available in Australia. 


Membership. Figures for the number of members at the 
31st December, 1941, compared with the number of mem- 
bers at the 3lst December, 1940, are shown below:— 

1940 1941 
Hon. Life Members _.. 5 4 
Institutional Members ...... 176 183 
Ordinary Members 156 165 
Affiliated Institutions _.... . l i) 


338 361 


Obituary. It is with regret that the deaths of two promi- 
nent members of the Association are recorded: In May, 1941, 
Mr. H. Baillie, a life member of the Association, at one time 
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Chief Librarian of the Wellington Public Libraries and 
Hon. Secretary of the New Zealand Library Association; in 
January, 1942, Mr. Robert Gilkison, who was in 1910 elected 
the first President of the N.Z.L.A. 


REPORT OF THE LIAISON OFFICER 


Free Library Service. During 1941 the following public 
libraries adopted free library service:— 

Hawera, Helensville, Hokitika, Inglewood, Kaiapoi, Kawa 
Kawa, Mataura, Paeroa, Rotorua, Roxburgh, Tauranga, Te 
Aroha, Te Awamutu, Te Puke, Thames. 

On 3lst December, 1941, there were forty-four free 
libraries as compared with twenty-nine on 3lst December, 
1940. 

It is significant that there are still only three libraries 
(Dunedin, Timaru, Palmerston North) serving populations 
of more than 10,000 which give free service, and of these 
only Palmerston North has made the change of recent years. 
All the libraries listed above are in towns with populations 
below 10,000 and there is no doubt that in each case the 
main motive of the authority in abandoning the subscri 
tion system was to enable the local library to participate in 
the Country Library Service. On the whole it can be claimed 
that the establishment of free library service is spreading at 
a reasonably satisfactory rate (though unhappily this rate is 
likely to be checked in 1942) in towns with a population of 
less than 10,000. But in larger towns, with the exception of 
Palmerston North and the Children’s Department in one or 
two other libraries, free library service has made no tangible 
progress whatever since the Munn-Barr Report. Whether 
we are justitied in hoping that there has been some change in 
attitude which may reveal itself when circumstances are more 
propitious, time will tell. If, as seems to be the case, the 
spread of free library service is associated with assistance in 
book supply, the plans regarding distribution referred to in 
the report of the Book Resources Committee may have far- 
reaching effects. 

Pay collections for the maa 4 of light fiction are now 
established in most of the free libraries participating in the 
Country Library Service. A circular on “Pay Collections in 
Small Libraries” was issued during the year and published 
in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES for September, 1941. 


School Library Service. The statement of the Hon. the 
Minister of Education published in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 
for October, 1941, gave details, which need not be repeated 
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here, of the new school library service to primary, inter- 
mediate and district high schools which is to be administered 
by the Country Library Service. This scheme is a landmark 
in the history of the provision of library service to children 
in New Zealand. Features of the scheme which give ground 
for optimism regarding its future are that the book fund pro- 
vided is sufficient to make possible the maintenance of a high 
standard of book selection, and that the Country Library 
Service has been fortunate enough to obtain as Children’s 
Librarian Miss K. E. Harvey, one of the two people in New 
Zealand who have taken a special course of training in 
children’s work in America. 

It is hoped to co-ordinate this school library service with 
provision for children in public libraries. A start will be 
made in this direction shortly by asking certain strategically 
situated public libraries which maintain free children’s de- 
partments of their own to act as district exchange centres for 
the school library service. This will be a relatively small job 
to begin with and the immediate benefit will not be spec- 
tacular, but the advantages to any institution of being recog- 
nised as a district centre will be apparent to far-sighted 
librarians. 


Field and Extension Work. Forty-seven libraries and 
seventeen schools have been visited in 1941. Talks have 
been given to two branches of the Association, two teachers’ 
training colleges, a branch of the New Zealand Educational 
Institute, a Parents’ Association, a Women’s Institute 
Federation, and a Women’s Winter School. 


One of the lessons which emerges from this field work is 
that more direct contact between libraries on the one hand 
and organisations concerned with adult education and other 
forms of community service on the other would be profitable. 
In this connection the supply which began this year of books 
of information and material for talks to Women’s Institutes 
from the Country Library Service is an important beginning. 
Much more work in this direction, intensive as well as exten- 
sive, will be necessary before marked effect is produced upon 
what the public expect libraries to do and to provide. 

Following upon a discussion at one of the sessions of the 
1941 Conference on travelling subject collections of informa- 
tional books, a collection of ks on engineering was made 
up from the stocks of the Country Library Service and the 
Wellington Public Library and lent to Lower Hutt. An 
account of this experiment, by Mrs Williams, Librarian of 
Lower Hutt, appeared in the August number of NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES. Briefly, the project was a great success. 
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The books were on display for a little more than three 
months and in that time 394 issues for home reading were 
made from the one hundred and twenty books in the col- 
lection. Nearly all these books were of a specialised type. 
Having regard to the fairly thorough neglect of technical 
literature in subscription libraries outside the metropolitan 
cities this result almost constitutes a revolution. Amongst 
other things it shows with what adva a towns with popu- 
lations of a good deal more than 10,000 can obtain certain 
types of books on a circulating basis. 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS 
AUCKLAND BRANCH. Hon. Secretary, Mrs J. Monro. 


The Auckland Branch has again had difficulty in holding regular 
general meetings, owing to the very limited spare time of members. 
A successful meeting was, however, held in June, when the film 
“Books in Dunedin” was shown, followed by an address by Miss 
Carnell on “American Impressions.” A general meeting was also 
held to discuss the draft syllabus for the New Zealand examinations. 
This meeting was poorly attended, but produced a keen discussion, 
and resulted in some useful suggestions. 

Early in the year a course on Lending and General Routine was 
conducted by Miss D. Haszard. Further classes were held over until 
the syllabus for the New Zealand examinations should have beer 
finalised. 

Miss L. Dromgool was appointed the Branch’s representative on 
the periodicals index committee, and useful work has been done by 
individual members in helping with this project. 

The committee has met regularly to consider reports from com- 
mittees and other matters referred from the Central Executive. 

It would seem impossible for the Branch to function fully in war- 
time, but at the same time it is to be hoped that next year more 
members can be obtained, especially from junior members of library 
staffs, and that more general meetings can be held. The present 
membership of the Branch is 27. 


CANTERBURY BRANCH. Hon. Secretary, Miss Pamela Marshall. 


Unfortunately, attendance has been poor, as most members are_at 
present active in other spheres, chiefly war work. General meetings 
have been limited in number, but the Committee has met fairly 
regularly. A suggestion to wind up the affairs of the Branch for the 
duration was not approved, but members were circularised in an effort 
to find out which members and institutions desired to be kept in touch 
with the activities of the Branch. The response was poor, but it was 
felt that this action should be taken, in view of existing circumstances. 

The chief projects carried on by the Branch during the year have 
been the Hospital Library Service and the Branch’s share in the 
work of indexing New Zealand periodicals. 

The Hospital Library Service (convener Miss Jeffreys) has been 
inaugurated with a stock of 396 books. Distribution began on 17th 
November with 30 books to each of 4 hospitals, these to be moved 
from place to place as soon as the 16 to 18 hospitals are supplied. 
Transport will be a difficulty, but in 1942 it is hoped to obtain the 
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assistance of Boy Scouts with cycles. The Service has been wel- 
comed by the hospitals concerned. 

The Canterbury Branch’s representative on the Committee to index 
N.Z. periodicals (Miss Jeffreys) reports that 9 of the 12 periodicals 
originally allotted to Canterbury have been indexed for the year, the 
others not being available in Christchurch. The final quarter of the 
year is to be completed early in 1942. 


OTAGO BRANCH. Hon. Secretary, Miss L. McKenzie. 


At the Annual Meeting held in May, the retiring president of the 
Branch opened the discussion of the programme for the ensuing year. 
He said that libraries make an important contribution to the com- 
munity in peace-time and in war can help to quicken the tempo of 
production and in smoothing the way during the far-reaching changes 
that are bound to come in a war crisis. It would be of value, there- 
fore, to investigate the work of libraries in Dunedin with a view to 
improving and extending the services they give to the public. This 
could be begun by conducting a series of meetings on “The Library 
and the Community,” to which specialists in various branches of 
knowledge could be asked. The Branch had already made a general 
survey of the book collections in Dunedin; the next step was to find 
= more exactly the strengths of the different sections of the col- 
ections. 

The activities for the year followed fairly closely the line laid down 
at the Annual Meeting. In May a meeting was held on the topic 
of “Libraries and Industry” to which an industrial chemist and two 
officers from the Vocational Guidance Office were invited. Members 
learned of the difficulties experienced in certain instances in obtain- 
ing technical books urgently needed for a newly established industry 
or a rapidly expanding one, and on the other hand of the extent of 
the demand for technical literature of a popular type for workers. 
In June the subject was “Libraries and Art,” with a panel of 
speakers from Training College, School of Art, the Museum, and the 
reproduction department of a local printing firm. Arising out of the 
discussion, a committee was set up to investigate ways and means of 
establishing a file of illustrative material and pictures for the use 
of teachers. 


In connection with the work of the survey of Dunedin’s book re- 
sources, a list has been compiled of the industries located in Dunedin 
and of the firms engaged in them, and a detailed investigation has 
been made of the literature of ceramics, wool and lime and cement, 
Dunedin’s most important industries. A meeting was held at which 
specialisation of book buying was discussed. The Liaison Officer, 
Miss Carnell, was present at this meeting and gave an outline of the 
work being done in other centres. 

The Branch was fortunate in having Mr Denis Glover of the Caxton 
Press to give a talk in August on printing. He outlined the general 
principles of the art and gave an interesting account of the history 
of typography with special reference to New Zealand. 

On June 11th, 12th and 13th, the Branch gave a public showing of 
the film “Books in Dunedin,” produced by J. S. Samuel. The pro- 
gramme also included several informational films lent for the occasion. 


Membership. Personal members number 17. Two members have 
resigned, one to enter the army and the other prior to her marriage, 
while one new member has joined from another centre. 
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WELLINGTON BRANCH. Hon. Secetary, Miss F. Lawrence. 

Besides the annual general meeting, at which Mr. Norrie gave an 
account of the proceedings of the recent N.Z.L.A. Conference at 
Dunedin, there were six meetings of the Branch held during the 
year, most of them with good attendances. The principal topics at 
the meetings were as follows: April, a showing of the film “Books in 
Dunedin”; May, talk by Miss Nelle Scanlan on “Books and Pub- 
lishers,” which included many interesting anecdotes of authors and 
publishers she had met; June, a talk by Miss I. Morice on a trip to 
Norway and Sweden; July, a brief address from the president of the 
N.Z.L.A., Mr W. C. Prosser, and an informative and diverting account 
of New Zealand history as revealed in manuscripts by Mr A. G. Bag- 
nall; August, a meeting held in the Library of Victoria College, with 
a talk on the history of the College by the librarian, Mr H. Miller; 
September, a discussion of the syllabus of the general training scheme 
of the Association; November, a discussion of the programme for 
the next Conference of the Association, which, however, had to be 
abandoned owing to the war situation. 

Survey of Special Collections and Libraries in the Wellington Dis- 
trict. This was a request from the Council through Miss Carnell who 
suggested that the work be divided out amongst different members 
of the Branch. This was found, however, to be quite impracticable, 
so many members of the Branch being juniors, with neither time nor 
opportunity to collect the information required. It ended in the 
members of the committee, together with Mr J. O. Wilson, who lent 
some assistance before his departure on war service, supplying 
information from their own libraries and helping to compile lists 
of industries and societies to which circular letters were sent by the 
secretary. 

Honours list of donors to libraries. This was compiled principally 
from information supplied by members of the committee as to their 
respective libraries. 

Index to N.Z. Periodicals. Owing to the resignation of Mr A. G. 
Bagnall from the position of general editor and later, on his transfer 
to the Navy office, from that of Wellington representative, this work 
has been somewhat held up. Mr Wickens of the General Assembly 
Library has undertaken to be the Wellington representative. 

Postal ballot for members of council. As the remit on this subject 
brought forward by the Wellington Branch, could not be dealt with 
at the annual meeting held at Dunedin in February, it was considered 
at a special general meeting held in Wellington in July, and the 
proposal to have postal ballots in future was carried. 


SCHOOLS’ SECTION. Convener, Miss E. F. Turner. 


Membership. This has been well maintained and a slight increase 
has been shown. 


Committee. Meetings have been held when necessary during the 
year. The resignation of Miss L. M. Mitchell from the Committee 
was received and it was not possible to find a substitute. Considerable 
difficulty in filling the committee vacancies from institutional mem- 
bers in and near Wellington has been felt and this position has been 
made worse because of war-time conditions. In the meantime the 
depleted committee has continued to function. 

Booklists. The chief work undertaken this year has been the com- 
pilation of booklists. Material for a Fiction List has been collected 
and revised and is now almost ready to issue. Material for History 
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and Biography Lists has been collected from a number of schools 
and this is now being sorted and arranged. 

The following committee has made no report: University and Re- 
search Section (Convener Miss R. C. Reid). 


COMMITTEES 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE CENTRAL BUREAU FOR 
LIBRARY BOO KIMPORTS. Convener, G. T. Alley. 


During 1941 the Bureau has recommended for special license orders 
to the value of £10,128, as compared with £5,277 for 1940. A small 
proportion of this amount represents orders for which 4th period 
licenses had been recommended, but the books had not been received 
until the 5th licensing period, when new licenses had to be issued. 
Twenty-five libraries have obtained, through the Bureau, recommen- 
dations for special license. 

Recommendations for special license have been refused libraries 
for fiction titles and social illustrated and fiction periodicals, also for 
junior fiction when it did not meet the requirements of the Bureau, 
namely that titles should appear on standard lists or receive the 
recommendation of Miss Harvey and Miss Neal. 

Thirty libraries have responded to the appeal of the Hon. Secretary 
for notification of accessions to the Bureau as from January Ist, 
1941. As a result of this 8,500 new entries have been incorporated 
in the union catalogue during 1941, bringing the number of cards 
filed in the union catalogue to over 23,000. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. Convener, C. R. H. Taylor. 
The functions of this committee were taken over by the N.Z. Book 
Resources Committee appointed in July, 1941. In view of this change, 


the standing committee on Bibliography ceased to function inde- 
pendently. 


BOOK BUYING. Convener, J. Norrie. 

The functions of this committee were taken over by the N.Z. Book 
Resources Committee appointed in July, 1941. In view of this change, 
the standing committee on Book Buying ceased to function inde- 
pendently. 


CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL. 
Hon. Secretary, J. Norrie. 
The Committee has met ten times during the year to consider ques- 
tions which could not be attended to by the Hon. Secretary and 
could not be deferred for a full Council meeting. 


FICTION POLICY. Convener, A. G. W. Dunningham. 

During the year the Fiction Committee drafted a report on stan- 
dard and popular authors. In each case, living authors were marked 
SO, so that libraries might, if they wished, place a standing order 
for the works of any of these authors. Popular authors were sub- 
divided under the headings: Detective writers, Western writers, 
Women’s novelists. Special symbols were used to deal with novel- 
ists who write predominantly on the sea, humour or history. The list 
of standard authors included those which, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, should be available in free collections, while the list of popular 
authors was recommended for stock in pay collections. The list is 
available on application to the Secretary, New Zealand Library 
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Association, and will be submitted to Council for approval, along with 
Branch comments, at its next meeting. 


FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE N.Z.L.A. Convener, C. S. Perry. 

Owing to the uncertainty due to the war situation and to the fact 
that matters affecting the future conduct of the Association have been 
dealt with by the Council and the Central Executive Committee, the 
Committee on Financial Support has not met during the year, pend- 
ing a decision regarding the whole position in February, 1942. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARIES. Convener, Miss G. L. Jeffreys. 

The committee, as such, has been quiescent during the year, and 
has nothing of moment to report. A service to the private hospitals 
of Christchurch has, however, been commenced, and the hospital 
library service in Dunedin is now on a firm footing. 


INDEX TO NEW ZEALAND PERIODICALS. 
General Editor, Miss N. Gordon. 

During 1940, a committee of the Otago Branch of the New Zealand 
Library Association compiled an index to twelve N.Z. periodicals, with 
the idea of preparing the way for a regular indexing service. This 
was presented to Conference in February, 1941, and it was decided 
that an index to N.Z, periodicals should be prepared and issued at 
quarterly intervals, the last number in each year to be cumulative. 
Mr A. G. Bagnall, Alexander Turnbull Library, was appointed 
General Editor, the other Branch representatives on the committee 
being Miss L. Dromgool (Auckland), Miss G. L. Jeffreys (Canter- 
bury), and Miss N. Gordon (Otago). 

The first two quarterly issues were produced under the editorship 
of Mr Bagnall. On his appointment to the Navy Department for 
the duration of the war, however, it was necessary for him to resign, 
and Miss N. Gordon was appointed General Editor. Owing to the 
delay which the change of editorship involved, it has been decided 
to omit the July-September issue, and to concentrate on the annual 
index, which will appear as early as possible in 1942. 


INTER-LIBRARY CO-OPERATION. Convener, C. W. Collins. 

The functions of this committee were taken over by the N.Z. Book 
Resources Committee appointed in July, 1941. In view of this change, 
the standing committee on Inter-Library Co-operation ceased to func- 
tion independently. 


LIBRARIANS’ SALARIES, CONDITIONS & QUALIFICATIONS. 
Convener, Miss M. S. Fleming. 
A resolution was passed at Conference, 1941, authorising the Hon. 
Secretary to prepare and issue for publication in the bulletin a state- 
ment on advertising of positions and methods and conditions of 
appointment in the main libraries of the country. The information 
required was collected by the Hon. Secretary and the standing com- 
mittee drew up the statement which appeared in the September issue 
of NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 


LIBRARY EQUIPMENT. Convener, W. A. Lindsay. 
Specifications for binding have been prepared, but the committee 
so far has no recommendation to make. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION. Convener, C. S. Perry. 

Since the date of the last Annual Meeting, the Legislation Com- 
mittee has formulated, as instructed, rules for the election of the 
eight ordinary members of Council by postal ballot. These rules were 
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formally adopted as an amendment to the main rules at a special 
general meeting of the Association called on Friday, 11th July. 


LIBRARY TRAINING. Convener, G. T. Alley. 

The syllabus for the Children’s Librarian’s Certificate was approved 
by Council in February, and the course began in June under the 
tutorship of Miss D. M. Neal. Twelve candidates for admission to 
the course were approved by the Committee. Of these two withdrew 
before the course began, two have withdrawn since, and one is tem- 
porarily suspended on account of illness. In July certain modifica- 
tions of Part I of the course received the approval of Council, and 
the Training Committee approved the admission of four more can- 
didates (one of whom afterwards withdrew) who will start the 
course in the New Year. 

After discussion by Conference, Council and Branches, the syllabus 
of a general Course of Training in Librarianship received the 
approval of Council by postal ballot in November, and was printed 
in full in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES in December. 


N.Z. BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE. Convener, G. T. Alley. 

Carrying on the work begun by the Union Catalogue Committee, 
the Book Resources Committee has been in correspondence with the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York and with the Hon. the Minister 
of Education regarding the financial and other help necessary to 
make possible the compilation of a union catalogue. As a result 
the Carnegie Corporation has agreed to provide equipment for micro- 
filming, etc., to the value of $5,000. It is hoped that some of this 
equipment will be on the way to New Zealand shortly, but owing to 
priority regulations in the States there is likely to be a good deal of 
delay in the delivery of the camera. The Minister of Education has 
authorised the Director of the Country Library Service to provide 
the staffing necessary to maintain the catalogue. The possibility of 
obtaining a depository set of Library of Congress cards for use as 
the basis of the union catalogue is under discussion with the Secre- 
tary of the Corporation. 

The other main project which the Committee has had under con- 
sideration during the year is that of completing book resources, It 
has been decided that the best line of approach is to deal with one 
subject or group of subjects at a time, and that scientific and tech- 
nical books should be tackled first. The preliminary check of library 
holdings which is necessary before coverage can be attempted is now 
in progress. 

A more detailed account of the Committee’s work and its signifi- 
cance will be found in the article on “What the Book Resources 
Committee is doing” by the Liaison Officer in the December NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 


UNION CATALOGUE. Convener, G. T. Alley. 

The functions of this committee were taken over by the N.Z. Book 
Resources Committee appointed in July, 1941. In view of this change, 
the standing committee on the Union Catalogue ceased to function 
independently. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS. Convener, W. J. Harris. 

The check-list is now being mimeographed at the New Zealand 
Library Association office. Titles from A to L have already been 
done, and it is: hoped that the whole work will be completed and 
issued before the time of the Annual Meeting. It has taken consider- 
ably more work than had been expected, and thanks are due to the 
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Otago University Council for permission granted to Mr Harris to 
devote time to the project. 
The following Committees have made no report:— 
Bulletin. (Convener, W. A. Lindsay) 
Children’s Libraries: North Island. (Convener, Miss K. E. 
Harvey) 
Children’s Libraries: South Island. (Convener, Miss D. M. Neal) 
Classification. (Convener, C. R. H. Taylor) 
Educational Film. (Convener, A. G. W. Dunningham) 
Panel of Translators. (Convener, C. W. Collins) 


WORK FOR 1942 


Progress during the latter part of the year in all Association work 
has been affected by a consideration of the international situation. 
Our first task now is to determine what functions the Association 
should perform, and what is should postpone for the twelve months 
to come. 


PAYMENTS. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


The thanks of the Association are due to the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York for its generosity in making so substantial a grant 
towards the working of the Association. An account of the expendi- 
ture of this money is appended to this report. 

(Sgd.) W. C. PROSSER, President. 
(Sgd.) JOSEPH NORRIE, Hon. Secretary. 
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OFFICERS, 1942-43 


Patron: RT. HON. P. FRASER, Prime Minister 
President: J. NORRIE (Wellington) 
Immediate Past President: W. C. PROSSER (Rangiora) 


Vice-Presidents: J. BARR (Auckland), W. J. GAUDIN (Welling- 
ton), E. MELVILLE (Auckland), G. H. SCHOLEFIELD 
(Wellington), H. C. D. SOMERSET (Feilding) 


Council: C. W. COLLINS (Christchurch), A. K. ELLIOT (Timaru), 
A. G. W. DUNNINGHAM (Dunedin), M. S. FLEMING (Wel- 
lington), JOHN HARRIS (Dunedin), D. M. Neal (Dunedin), 
C. S. PERRY (Wellington), C. R. H. TAYLOR (Wellington) 


Hon. Secretary: G. T. ALLEY (Wellington) 
Hon. Editor: E. J. CARNELL (Wellington) 
Hon. Counsel: J. O'SHEA (Wellington) 
Hon. Auditor: B. 0. PETERSON (Wellington) 
Secretary: DOREEN G. BIBBY, P.O. Box 1529, Wellington, C.1. 


Liaison Officer: E. J. CARNELL, Country Library Service, Private 
Bag, Wellington 


COMMITTEES 

Bulletin: E. J. Carnell (convener), M. G. Campbell, W. A. Lindsay, 
C. S. Perry. 

Central Executive Committee of Council: Wellington members of 
Council and any other members of the Council who may be in 
Wellington when a meeting is being held. 

Hospital Libraries: G. L. O. Jeffreys (convener), M. S. Fleming, M. 
Hussey, S. Palmer. 

Index to N.Z, Periodicals: N. Gordon (convener), G. L. O. Jeffreys, 
N. M. Mercer. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications: M. S. Fleming 
(convener), one member to be nominated by the Auckland 
Branch, one member to be nominated by the Canterbury Branch, 
one member to be nominated by the Otago Branch, and two 
members to be nominated by the Wellington Branch. 

Library Legislation: C. S. Perry (convener), G. T. Alley, T. D. H. 
Hall, J. Norrie, G. H. Scholefield, W. J. Gaudin, C. R. H. Taylor, 
N. H. Buchanan, Hon. Counsel, Hon. Solicitor. 

Library Training: G. T. Alley (convener), A. G. W. Dunningham, 
A. K. Elliot, W. J. Harris, D. M. 

N.Z. Book Resources: S. =. Alley ne. J. Barr, C. W. Collins, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, J. Harris, J. Norrie, G. H. Scholefield, 
C. R. H. Taylor. 

Translators: C. W. Collins (convener), J. Harris, A. E. Minchin, 
C. R. H. Taylor. 

Union List of Serials: J. Harris (convener), M. L. Brown, C. W. 
Collins, A. D. Cunningham, L. McKenzie, H. G. Miller, F. A. 
Sandall, G. H. Scholefield. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


MINUTES OF THE FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC., HELD IN 
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THE LECTURE HALL, CENTRAL LIBRARY, WELLINGTON, 
AT 2.15 p.m. ON FRIDAY, 20th FEBRUARY, 1942. 


36 persons were present, representing 53 votes, Mr W. C. Prosser, 
President, occupying the chair. 

MINUTES. On the motion of Dr Scholefield, seconded by Mr 
Greenwood, the minutes of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting and of the 
Special General Meeting held on July 11th, 1941, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. The Presidential Address was de- 
livered by Mr W. C. Prosser (Rangiora). 

APOLOGIES. The following apologies were received:—Christ- 
church Teachers’ Training College, Rotorua Borough Council, Suva 
Circulating Library (Fiji), Misses A. M. Blackett (Wanganui), C. A. 
Douglas (New Plymouth), Messrs H. Atkinson (Wellington), E. B. 
Ellerm (Auckland), A. L. Low (New Plymouth), C. S. Perry (Wel- 
lington), E. J. Smith (Dunedin), W. S. Wauchop (Wellington). 

ANNUAL REPORT. On the motion of Mr Prosser, seconded by 
Mr Gaudin, the Annual Report of the Council for the year ended 31st 
December, 1941, was adopted. 

BALANCE SHEETS. On the motion of Mr Prosser, seconded by 
Mr Barr, the annual statements of receipts and payments for the 
year ended 31st December, 1941, were adopted. 

The following resolutions were passed by the meeting:— 

National Council of Adult Education, 

That, if and when the constitution of the National Council of Adult 
Education is under consideration, and there is any possibility of 
library representation being added, the Association should take steps 
to suggest that any representative of library interests should be 
elected, or at least nominated, by the Association, rather than appoin- 
ted by a Minister to represent merely a department concerned with 
library activity. 

Proposed by C. W. Collins, seconded by J. Barr. 
Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications. 

That the standing committee on librarians’ salaries, conditions and 
qualifications make recommendations based on the findings of its 
report drawn up in 1941. 

Proposed by A. G. W. Dunningham, seconded by D. M. Neal. 
Centralized Book Purchase. 

That Council be asked that, in view of the growing difficulty in 
importing and the increasing cost of books, it should explore ways 
and means of centralizing book purchase. 

Proposed by J. Harris, seconded by H. Greenwood. 
Union Catalogue. 


That before the work of filming catalogues for the proposed Union 
Catalogue is begun, Council consider calling a meeting of represen- 
tatives of the cataloguers concerned. 

Proposed by N. Gordon, seconded by A. Woodhouse. 
Meeting of Library Cataloguers. 
Council be asked to provide a session at the next Conference for 
representatives of the library cataloguers of the country. 

Proposed by C. W. Collins, seconded by J. Barr. 

WAR-TIME POLICY OF THE N.Z.L.A. It was proposed by Mr 
Norrie on behalf of Mr Perry and seconded pro forma by Dr Schole- 
field: That the Association, in view of the international situation, 
consider its immediate future development and adopt such course of 
action as may be considered necessary. 
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LIBRARIES IN WAR-TIME. Mr Harris moved the adoption of 
the statement prepared by members of the Otago Branch (1942/12). 
This motion was seconded by Miss Neal who stressed the urgency of 
immediate action especially in regard to the distribution of informa- 
tional material on civilian defence and allied subjects. 

The following amendment was proposed by Miss Melville and 
seconded by Mr Barr: That while the general principles laid down 
in this statement (1942/12) are approved by the meeting, we endorse 
the resolution carried by the Council this morning and refer the 
matter to the incoming Council for the necessary action. This 
amendment was carried by 28 votes to 12. 

WAR LIBRARY SERVICE. On the motion of Mr Alley, seconded 
by Miss Neal, statement 1942/10, proposed by Mr Perry, was re- 
ceived and referred to the incoming Council. 

ELECTION OFFICERS. The election of the Patron, President, 
Vice-Presidents, Hon, Secretary, Hon. Editor, Hon. Auditor and Hon. 
Counsel for the year 1942-3 then took place. [A full list of officers 
precedes this report.] 

HONORARIA. On the motion of Mr Prosser, seconded by Mr Barr, 
the following honoraria were approved for payment:—Hon. Secre- 
tary, £10/10/-; Book-keepers, £15; Custodian, Electricity House, 5/-. 

VOTES OF THANKS. On the motion of Mr Barr, seconded by 
Dr Scholefield, it was resolved that our appreciation of the work of 
Mr Perry as Hon, Editor and Hon. Assistant Secretary be recorded 
in the minutes of the Association and conveyed to him. Carried by 
acclamation. 

The following votes of thanks were also carried: to the outgoing 
Council, to the scrutineers, to the Wellington City Council for the 
use of the Lecture Hall, to the staff of the Wellington Public 
Libraries for serving afternoon tea, 

GREETINGS. On the motion of Mr Harris, seconded by Miss 
Melville, it was resolved: That this Annual Meeting of the New 
Zealand Library Association sends greetings to the librarians of the 
Soviet Union whose people have used books, not burnt them. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BULLETIN. On the motion of Mr Green- 
wood, seconded by Mr Harris, it was resolved: That institutional 
members be forwarded copies of the Bulletin equal to the number of 
their delegates. 

LIAISON OFFICER. In reply to a question with regard to the 
suspension of Association activities involving expenditure of the Car- 
negie grant, Mr Alley intimated that verbal approval by the respon- 
sible authorities had been given to a proposal that Miss Carnell 
should be appointed Assistant Director and Liaison Officer of the 
Country Library Service. 











